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          Flushing Author Rivkah Lapidus!

          The story of Julio Rivera by documentary filmmaker Richard Shpuntoff.

Bronx-born Puerto Rican Julio Rivera was murdered in a schoolyard in Jackson Heights, Queens on July 2, 1990, by three young men looking to "clean up" their neighbourhood, but instead the murder sparked the coming out of New York’s largest and until then most closeted LGBTQ community.

JULIO OF JACKSON HEIGHTS is the story of how all this changed. It is the story of how a handful of people – Julio’s friends and family – decided that they would not accept the official police report, and learned how to organize, ultimately bringing their case to the attention of then NYC Mayor Dinkins.

The movement has given birth to dozens of LGBTQ organizations and advocacy groups, the Queens Pride Parade which was the first LGBTQ pride parade in one of the “outer” boroughs of New York City, and ultimately it served as the platform for electing Queens’ first two openly gay candidates to the New York City Council.
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          JULIO DOCUMENTARY

          The story of Julio Rivera by documentary filmmaker Richard Shpuntoff.

Bronx-born Puerto Rican Julio Rivera was murdered in a schoolyard in Jackson Heights, Queens on July 2, 1990, by three young men looking to "clean up" their neighbourhood, but instead the murder sparked the coming out of New York’s largest and until then most closeted LGBTQ community.

JULIO OF JACKSON HEIGHTS is the story of how all this changed. It is the story of how a handful of people – Julio’s friends and family – decided that they would not accept the official police report, and learned how to organize, ultimately bringing their case to the attention of then NYC Mayor Dinkins.

The movement has given birth to dozens of LGBTQ organizations and advocacy groups, the Queens Pride Parade which was the first LGBTQ pride parade in one of the “outer” boroughs of New York City, and ultimately it served as the platform for electing Queens’ first two openly gay candidates to the New York City Council.
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          JULIO REVISITED

          Born and raised in Elmhurst, Richard Shpuntoff was the official photographer of Queens Pride for its first 20 years (1993 - 2012). In 2016, he completed the feature length documentary film Julio of Jackson Heights, about the 1990 gay bashing murder of Julio Rivera, and its enormous impact LGBTQIA+ organizing in Queens, that directly led to the creation of the Queens Pride Parade. The film premiered at the Queens World Film Festival where it won the Social Impact Award. He has received funding support from the Queens Council on the Arts for various projects in support of the Queens Pride Committee's work on building awareness and understanding of the history of Queens Pride and the Queens LGBTQ community, and in 2016 I was awarded a "Special Honor for Service to the LGBTIQ Community of Queens for over two decades documenting and narrating the history of the community’s struggle" by the Queens Borough President. His most recent film, Everything that is Forgotten in an Instant, had its New York premiere at the documentary film festival of MoMA (the Museum of Modern Art). 

          Learn More
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                Flushing Author Rivkah Lapidus!

                The story of Julio Rivera by documentary filmmaker Richard Shpuntoff.

Bronx-born Puerto Rican Julio Rivera was murdered in a schoolyard in Jackson Heights, Queens on July 2, 1990, by three young men looking to "clean up" their neighbourhood, but instead the murder sparked the coming out of New York’s largest and until then most closeted LGBTQ community.

JULIO OF JACKSON HEIGHTS is the story of how all this changed. It is the story of how a handful of people – Julio’s friends and family – decided that they would not accept the official police report, and learned how to organize, ultimately bringing their case to the attention of then NYC Mayor Dinkins.

The movement has given birth to dozens of LGBTQ organizations and advocacy groups, the Queens Pride Parade which was the first LGBTQ pride parade in one of the “outer” boroughs of New York City, and ultimately it served as the platform for electing Queens’ first two openly gay candidates to the New York City Council.
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                JULIO DOCUMENTARY

                The story of Julio Rivera by documentary filmmaker Richard Shpuntoff.

Bronx-born Puerto Rican Julio Rivera was murdered in a schoolyard in Jackson Heights, Queens on July 2, 1990, by three young men looking to "clean up" their neighbourhood, but instead the murder sparked the coming out of New York’s largest and until then most closeted LGBTQ community.

JULIO OF JACKSON HEIGHTS is the story of how all this changed. It is the story of how a handful of people – Julio’s friends and family – decided that they would not accept the official police report, and learned how to organize, ultimately bringing their case to the attention of then NYC Mayor Dinkins.

The movement has given birth to dozens of LGBTQ organizations and advocacy groups, the Queens Pride Parade which was the first LGBTQ pride parade in one of the “outer” boroughs of New York City, and ultimately it served as the platform for electing Queens’ first two openly gay candidates to the New York City Council.
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                JULIO REVISITED

                Born and raised in Elmhurst, Richard Shpuntoff was the official photographer of Queens Pride for its first 20 years (1993 - 2012). In 2016, he completed the feature length documentary film Julio of Jackson Heights, about the 1990 gay bashing murder of Julio Rivera, and its enormous impact LGBTQIA+ organizing in Queens, that directly led to the creation of the Queens Pride Parade. The film premiered at the Queens World Film Festival where it won the Social Impact Award. He has received funding support from the Queens Council on the Arts for various projects in support of the Queens Pride Committee's work on building awareness and understanding of the history of Queens Pride and the Queens LGBTQ community, and in 2016 I was awarded a "Special Honor for Service to the LGBTIQ Community of Queens for over two decades documenting and narrating the history of the community’s struggle" by the Queens Borough President. His most recent film, Everything that is Forgotten in an Instant, had its New York premiere at the documentary film festival of MoMA (the Museum of Modern Art). 
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      Visit

      
        Queens Historical Society

        143-35 37th Avenue

        Flushing, NY 11354

      
      
        Reopened with limited capacity. Entry by advance timed ticket only! More information at link below. 

ACCESSIBILITY INFO and ADVANCED TIMED TICKETS can be found here.




*Museum Hours For Guided Tours 

2:30pm – 4:30pm

Tuesday & Saturday



 

Office Hours

9:30am – 4:30pm

Monday – Friday

      

      

    
 
    

  


    

  
  	
      	
      	
      		
            [image: Footer QHS Logo]
      		


      		
      			Support QHS

      			Membership
      			Internships/Volunteer
      			Hours & Directions
      			Our Collection
      			History of QHS
      			Education Programs
      			Contact Us
      		


          
            
          


      		
          About QHS

          The Queens Historical Society (QHS) is the historical society for the largest borough in New York City and is dedicated to preserving the history of Queens through educational programs, exhibitions and its role as a local history research center.
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 Select Language
العربية
বাংলা
简体中文
繁體中文
English
Français
Deutsch
Ελληνικά
ગુજરાતી
עִבְרִית
हिन्दी
Italiano
日本語
한국어
Polski
ਪੰਜਾਬੀ
Русский
Español















  
  